
The Hollywood
community is

mourning the death on
October 4 of Esther
Rasbach, wife of the
late H.K Rasbach, a
former pastor at the
Hope Lutheran
Church on Melrose
Avenue.

Rasbach passed
away at the age of 88
and was laid to rest on
October 11 at Forest
Lawn, Hollywood
Hills.  

Esther was born in
Olean, New York on
December 31, 1918.
She was the third
child of Alvina and
George Haase, and
had two sisters, Elvera
and Thelma, and a
brother, Alvin Haase.

When the children
were young, the fami-
ly moved to Highland
Park, California where Esther
graduated from Franklin High
School. Her family church at the
time was The Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd, where she
was a faithful member and sang
in the choir. 

While there, she met her hus-
band, Hubert “H.K.” Rasbach,
with whom she enjoyed 58 years
of marriage. After their wedding
on June 13, 1937, she and H.K.
moved to Columbus, Ohio,
where she worked to help sup-
port him through three years of
seminary.

They returned to California in
1940 where they moved to
Hubert’s first parish, First

in his neighborhood and
kept his business open long
past the age that most peo-
ple would retire. His
garage door was always
open.

He also spent much of
his time in dedication to his
service organization, B’nai
B’rith, of which he was a
member since 1951. He
perused those activities
with the same work ethic
as his business, and served
as president for the past 20
years. 

Lewinson was also a
very humble and honorable
family man, and served his
country in the South
Pacific during WWII as a
medical assistant. He loved
his life and it showed. 

Lewinson  is survived by
his wife Anne, with whom
he was married for 66
years, two sons, Morris
and Jerry, daughter-in-law,
Kendra, and six grandchildren:
Maureen, Oliver, Nathaniel,
Daniel, Henrietta and Beatrice. 

He is also survived by his sister
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Lutheran in Fullerton. Esther
played an active role in the con-
gregation, and during that time
gave birth to four children,
Sharon, Judy, Mark and Pat.

In 1947, the family moved to
Hollywood to take a call to
Hope Lutheran Church. Esther
served in many capacities at the
church and assisted her husband
for 47 years. In 1990, H.K.
Rasbach sustained a debilitating
stroke, and Esther cared for him
at home until he died three-and-
a-half years later. After his
death, she continued to assist
her son, Mark, who is now the
spiritual leader at Hope
Lutheran Church.

Many Mourn the Passing of
Hope Lutheran Matriarch Local resident Saul Lewinson,

who was once one of the most
successful door-to-door vacuum
salesmen in the country,  passed
away on September 22 at the age
of 91. 

Lewinson was born on April, 10,
1916 in Vilna, Poland, but later
came to the United States at the
age of four. 

He led a fruitful life and was the
“old breed” of salesmen, a profes-
sion which he began in 1939. He
was a unique individual who was
self motivated with a drive and
enthusiasm to succeed that few
could match. 

In the years after he turned 40,
he actively pursued the occupation,
and was known for his friendly ser-
vice and advice about vacuums. He
was charismatic, loved his work,
enjoyed helping people, and made
a lasting impression on those
whom he served. Many of the peo-
ple who purchased vacuums from
Lewinson, or needed repairs,
would bring them to his home,
where he continued his sales and
repair business from his garage
long after he could no longer go
door-to-door. He was well known

Saul Lewinson

Anne, her son Arthur and his wife
Leona,  their son Gerry and
daughter Daveen. Lewinson’s
brother, Michael Ben Levi, also
died recently, and was survived by
his wife Beatrice.

Charismatic Vacuum Salesman Dies at Age 91

City Conference Aims to Involve
Residents in Reducing Waste 

LACC Holds Theater Auditions

The City of Los Angeles’
Department of Public Works,

Bureau of Sanitation will hold its first
Zero Waste Conference on Saturday,
October 20 from 8:30am to 3:00pm at
the Los Angeles Convention Center. 

As part of its 20-year solid waste
planning process, the Bureau has met
with stakeholders throughout Los
Angeles to discuss their goals and
objectives for becoming a zero waste
city. The Bureau of Sanitation, other
city departments and elected officials
will continue the zero waste dialogue
with the community at the confer-
ence. Representatives from the State
of California and multinational corpo-
rations will also discuss their efforts to
clean the environment.

“After two successful series of
workshops in which stakeholders met
in seven different locations in the city,
we now look forward to bringing

everyone together, and as a group for-
mulating the goals and objectives to
achieve zero waste in Los Angeles,”
said Board of Public Works President
Cynthia Ruiz. 

Representatives from the Toyota
Corporation, Ricoh Electronics and
Vons/Safeway will share success sto-
ries on environmental responsibility,
and representatives from various city
departments will provide details of
their environmental initiatives. City
departments, recycled product ven-
dors and environmentally friendly
service providers will also have infor-
mation booths to provide the commu-
nity with ideas and ways on how to
achieve zero waste.

Complimentary meals, refresh-
ments and parking will be provided.
For additional information call 800-
773-CITY, or visit the website at
www.lacity.org.

Fred Fate, chair and
producer/director of the Los

Angeles City College Theatre
Academy (LACCTA), has
announced that auditions and
appointments for the Theatre
Academy’s Spring 2007 Semester
will be held on Saturday, October
20, November 17 and December 8
beginning at 11:00am at the col-
lege, 855 N. Vermont Ave. 

Auditions will be held for stu-
dents interested in pursuing profes-

sional careers in acting, technical
theatre and costuming. Ten-minute
auditions will be held for acting
applicants, and appointments will
be held for technical theatre and
costuming applicants. For the
Theatre Academy’s Acting Program,
please call (323)953-4000, ext. 2990;
for  the Theatre Academy’s Technical
Program, please call (323)953-4000,
ext. 2977; and for the Theatre
Academy’s Costuming Program,
please call (323)953-4000, ext. 2987.
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